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Introduction:

Uneven economic development within the country has 

led to disparity with the regional urban areas facing 

challenges in the urban built environment.  

Understanding the changing dynamics of the local 

investors and the impact of finance can help with 

targeted regeneration policy to reverse the trend of 

“loser cities” towards creating a better place to live, work 

and play.
Research Questions:

 How do different “actors” interact and negotiate 

under the Actor Network Theory?

 What happens for dual “actors” whose investor 

characteristics clash with their local residents 

attributes?

 With the increased wealth, how have small town 

investors impacted the built environment in their 

town centres?
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Increased importance of local investors

Methodology

Research 
focus: 

Small Town 
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